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The Washington Hospital Healthcare 
Foundation held its 25th Anniversary Golf 
Tournament on Monday, May 17th at 

Sunol Valley Golf Club. The tournament brought 
together friends of Washington Hospital and 
golfers to raise money for local hospice care and 
cancer services at Washington Hospital. 

The tournament featured a barbecue lunch, put-
ting contest, silent auction, buffet dinner, raffle, and 
awards ceremony. This year, 200 golfers enjoyed a 
great day out on the course and 275 guests joined 
for dinner, an awards ceremony, and raffle that 
evening. 

It was a record year for funds raised, as the 
total came to just over $102,000. “This was a great 
event,” said Angus Cochran, Executive Director. 
“The golfers were good sports, braving a spot of 
rain to help support oncology patients and people 
with life-limiting illnesses. Thanks are due to our 
sponsors, whose support ensured a healthy chari-
table contribution, and to our volunteers, whose 
attendance year after year guarantees a well-run 
tournament.”

The Washington Hospital Healthcare 
Foundation Golf Tournament is held in memory 
of longtime Fremont businessman, Gene Angelo 
Pessagno, founding member of the Washington 
Hospital Healthcare Foundation and member of 
the Membership Committee. The Foundation 

thanks Laura Pessagno and her family for their 
continued support of the tournament. At this year’s 
silver-anniversary tournament, Laura Pessagno was 
joined by many family members. Her grandsons, 
Tim and Tony, stepped up to the podium during 
the dinner ceremony to pay a loving tribute to their 
late grandfather. 

(continued on page 2)

A NOTE FROM…
Angus Cochran,  
Executive Director

The past few months have been 
a busy time in the Foundation. 

We wrapped up a heart-warming 
Trees of Angels Campaign in 
December 2009 and quickly 
moved on to the Annual Meeting 
in January 2010, where President 
Demetrious Shaffer passed a check 
to the Hospital for the tidy sum of 
$1,031,575.55. This record annual 
disbursement represents all the 
monies contributed by WHHF 
and external funders to support 
a wide array of clinical services at 
Washington Hospital.

In late May, we hosted our 
silver-anniversary golf tournament 
at Sunol Valley Golf Club and 
raised over $100,000. Even though 
it felt more like January than May, 
the warmth with which the crowd 
honored Laura Pessagno and her 
family’s dedication through a quar-
ter century more than made up for 
the blustery weather.

Finally, it is with a heavy heart 
that we say goodbye to Amanda 
Loza, our events specialist, who 
has been with the Foundation for 
the last two years. Amanda, Juan, 
and one-year old Juliana will be 
relocating to Sacramento in July 
of this year. I know I speak for 
everyone in wishing Amanda and 
her family all the best in their new 
home. We’ll miss you!

Best wishes for a relaxing summer.
	 — Angus

The 2010 Corporate Challenge team winners pictured from 
left to right:  Mike Wallace, Washington Township Health 
Care District First Vice-President; Dr. Chris Louie, Kevin 
Smith, and Keith Fujita.

Pictured on the links from the left: Dr. Bernard Stewart, 
Washington Township Health Care District President; Patricia 
Danielson, RHIT, Washington Township Health Care District 
Treasurer; Dr. William Nicholson, Washington Township 
Health Care District Second Vice-President; Dr. Jacob Eapen, 
Washington Township Health Care District Secretary. 

Lamar Hinton, 2010 Golf Tournament Chair; Laura Pessagno, 
Angus Cochran, Washington Hospital Healthcare Foundation 
Executive Director.
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PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSOR

Fremont Bank

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

California Cardiovascular Consultants  
and Medical Associates/ 

California Hospitalist Medical Corp. 
Freed & Associates 

Gonsalves & Kozachenko 
Janice Futch-Claridge 

Principal Financial Group 
Professional Home Care Associates 

Union Bank

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS 

American Medical Response
California Cardiopulmonary Perfusion, Inc.

Tully-Wihr
VALIC

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 

1st United Services Credit Union 
Nancy Farber 

Fremont Emergency Medical Group, Inc. 
Greenstein, Rogoff, Olsen & Co., LLP 

Heritage Bank of Commerce 
Jacobs Engineering 

Oakland Athletics Baseball Company 
Payden & Rygel 

Professional Hospital Supply 
Securitas Security Services USA, Inc. 

Swinerton Builders 
The Stahl Companies, Inc. 

Vintaco, Inc.

CART SPONSOR

Deccan Pacific Medical Group, P.C. 

ROLL-THE-DICE SPONSOR

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Ross

VALET SPONSOR

Royal Ambulance

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSORS

Magnussen’s Lexus of Fremont 
Murco Management

CORPORATE CHALLENGE 
PARTICIPANTS

American Medical Response 
California Cardiopulmonary Perfusion, Inc. 

F.W. Spencer & Son, Inc. 
Fremont Bank 

Gonsalves & Kozachenko 
Washington Outpatient Surgery Center 

Washington Township Medical Group, Inc. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT continued from page 1

This year’s tournament was organized  
by Chairman Lamar Hinton and the mem-
bers of the Tournament Committee, all of 
whom worked tirelessly to ensure a wonder-
ful day of golf and a special 25th Anniversary 
dinner reception.

On the links, the Corporate Challenge 

winner was Fremont Bank. The winners were 
Mike Wallace, Dr. Chris Louie, Kevin Smith 
and Keith Fujita. Mike Wallace is the First 
Vice President of the Washington Township 
Health Care District Board.

Men’s Palm Course winners were Garth 
Smith, Greg Harrison, Paul Bunton, and 

Steve Calcagno. Men’s Cypress Course 
winners were Bob Rugani, Jim Batton, Ken 
Wright, and Mark Eagler. Mixed Cypress 
Course Winners were George Smith, LaRene 
Smith, Jim Knoll and Terri Knoll. Women’s 
Cypress Course winners were Kristin Pulaski, 
Alisa Curry, Tina Rau and Beth Walker.

The Foundation would like to thank all  
of the Golf Tournament sponsors for their support:

Connor McGinty 

Lisa McGinty, Development 
Officer, welcomed baby boy 

Connor Patrick McGinty on March 
12, at Washington Hospital. Connor 
weighed in at 9 lbs., 3 oz. and measured 
21½ inches. The entire McGinty 
family (big sister Ava included!)  
is smitten with the little guy and  
enjoying having a new baby at home.

Mayer Ellison Shaffer 

Chief  Demetrious Shaffer, 
Foundation President, and wife 

Alicia welcomed baby boy Mayer 
Ellison Shaffer on May 18. Mayer 
weighed a healthy 9 lbs., 6 oz. at  birth 
and measured 21½ inches. Mayer is the 
newest addition to the Shaffer’s  family 
of five, which includes sister Olivia, 15 
months, and big brother Campbell, 
who is 6. The Shaffer’s are enjoying 
their summer together and are hoping  
to take a family trip to Disneyland.

Baby Connor Patrick McGinty Baby Mayer Ellison Shaffer

BaBy UpDaTe
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In November and December, 2009, hundreds of families attended Washington 
Hospital Healthcare Foundation’s annual Trees of Angels activities. For the 
fourteenth year, the Foundation held community tree lightings and a holiday 

breakfast to support hospice care in the Tri-City area.
The Trees of Angels events commenced with a tree-lighting ceremony on November 

30th at the Bernardin Family McDonald’s located at Mission Boulevard and I-680. 
Fremont Mayor Bob Wasserman lit the tree and students from the St. Joseph’s Junior 
High choir sang Christmas carols for the assembled crowd.  The widow of Ray Orrock, 

the cartoonist, spoke very movingly of the support 
and help that Pathways Hospice provided her 
family during Ray’s last weeks.

Later in the week, Foundation Vice-President 
Carol Dutra-Vernaci lit the tree in Union City at 
the Nakamura Clinic, while in Newark, Mayor 
David Smith and Chief Demetrious Shaffer 

shared duties at Newark City Hall.  The festivities wrapped up with a holiday breakfast 
attended by more than 200, who enjoyed breakfast donated by the Bernardin Family 
McDonald’s restaurants.

“The Foundation would like to thank all of the people who volunteered their time 
to help make these events possible,” said Foundation President, Demetrious Shaffer. 
“Thank you also to everyone who attended the events in support of local hospice care.” 

14th Annual Trees of Angels Events

Thank You to Our Generous Trees of Angels Donors
BENEFACTOR SPONSOR

R.K. Electric, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY SPONSOR

Washington Township Medical Group, Inc.

DOVE SPONSORS

Fremont Bank
Renee Lovely, Avalon Spa & Salon

Masonic Homes of California
Newark Rotary Club

Niles Rotary Club
Rotary Club of Fremont

STAR SPONSORS

Anthony Avila
Sau Kuen & Chong Ping Eng

Freed & Associates
Scott Haggerty, Alameda County Supervisor

Gerry Harrison 
Gift Gallery

Keith & Verna Krugman
Lipman Insurance Administrators, Inc.

Pan Pacific Bank
Anne Solem, Solem Consulting

Shirlee Warren
Washington Outpatient Surgery Center

Please note: The Foundation makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of donor names. If you are aware of any errors, please contact Amanda Loza at (510) 791-3428.  
We are committed to maintaining current, up-to-date information as it becomes available to us.

$100–$499
Patricia Butler
Check Center

Donald & Linchuan Cheung
Ellen Cuozzo

W. Clifford Dean
Jim Holland

Barbara Jason
Marlene Orrock

Mr. & Mrs. B. Paxton
Martin & Roberta Rateau, Jr.

Ron & Chris Rebello
Dolores Rose
John Shaffer

Marlene Weibel

$1–$99
Anonymous

Shannon Antepenko
Tom Ballantyne
Irene Benavidez

William & Marie Betschart
Terry & Mary Booras
Doris Hart Branson 

Alfred Chan
Arlene Chavez

James Christmas
Sandra Coolidge

Dennis Culley
Pat Danielson

Robert & Diane Douglass
Rod & Judy Fan

Dr. E. James & Shirley Feeley

Mary Galvez
John Gill 

Diane Hardesty
Gloria Hirst
Alice Hohl

John & Isebel Kelly
Evelyn Kendrick

Art & Joan Kimber
Joyce Kirk

Jeffrey Koski
Pake Whin Ku

David & Shirley Lee
Kay Lin

Mary Liss
Vickie Lopez

Miguel & Felipa Luviano
Dianne Magliulo

Kasandra Magliulo
Leticia Manuel
Marilyn Mark
Anne Marucci
Lisa McGinty

Nesly Moquette
Howard & Alice Nelson

Len Pedrotti
Laura Pessagno

Margaret Peterman
Claire & Thomas Pratt

Sally Rathbun
Clark Redeker

Glen & Neila Renfro
Rafat Azir Saleh

James & Catherine Schoon
Tom & Lillian Sherba

Margaret Shull
Theresa Sorisio
Jorge Speede

Jim & Fran Stone
Marian Sugimura
Susanne Turner
Denise Turnquist

Richard & Lillian Vincent
Joan Wilson
Sheila Wong

Norman & Jeanne Wright
Dr. Will & Mariam Wyman

IN-KIND &  
RAFFLE DONORS 

Bernardin Family McDonald’s 
Chevy’s Fresh Mex Restaurant

Gerry’s Grill
Texas Roadhouse

Tribu Grill
Union City Chamber of Commerce

Wingstop

PERFORMERS
James Logan High School  

Jazz Singers
St. Joseph’s Junior High choir

Newark Memorial High School 
Advanced Choir 

Kitayama Elementary School 
Choir and Recorder Group

Ronald McDonald
Santa Claus

Top photo (l–r): Mark Bernardin, Lonnie Robinson, 
Mayor Bob Wasserman, Bill Harrison. Bottom photo 
(l–r): Sandra Coolidge, Mark Bernardin, Satu Johal, 
Nancy Ruma, Ellen Cuozzo. Shown left: Mayor Bob 
Wasserman and Marlene Orrock. 
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OFFICERS

Chief Demetrious Shaffer
  President
Nancy Farber
  Executive Vice-President
Carol Dutra-Vernaci, E.A.
  Vice-President
Maureen Hart
  Secretary
Craig A. Silcox
  Treasurer
Bernard Stewart, D.D.S.
  President, Washington
  Township Health Care District
  Board of Directors
Jan E. Henstorf, M.D.
  Chief, Washington Hospital
  Medical Staff
Andy Esterez
  President, Washington Hospital  
  Service League Volunteers
Lucy Castillo
  President, Washington Hospital  
  Employees’ Association

TRUSTEES

Catherine Afonso
Linda Ashley
Elise M. Balgley
Rodney Clark
John T. Dearborn, M.D.
Judy Fan
Janice Futch-Claridge
Patrick Gorman
Lamar Hinton
Mark Hirsch
Brent Hodson
Maria Huezo
Ash Jain, M.D.
Susan Johnson
Helen Kennedy
Prasad Kilaru,  M.D.
Dirk Lorenz
Anmol S. Mahal, M.D.
Patricia M. O’Brien
Alan L. Olsen, C.P.A.
Leland Ong
Susan Querner
Lonnie Robinson
Louie Robles
Benn C. Sah, M.D.
Tina M. Sankoff
Ranjana Sharma, M.D.
Rodney A. Silveira, P.T., M.S.
Gael E. Stewart
Peter Farber-Szekrenyi, Dr. P.H.
Nafisa Taghioff
Susanna Wong
Teresa Yin, D.C.
Rosemary Yoshikawa
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SAVE THE DATE!

WHEN:
Saturday, October 9, 2010

WHERE:
Elegant tent on the grounds of Washington West

XXIV

Please consider becoming an event sponsor  
and supporting Washington Hospital’s mission  

to provide the highest quality of care. 

Call (510) 791-3428 or email foundation@whhs.com to 
learn more about sponsorship opportunities.

Did you 
know 
It is easy to leave 
Washington 
Hospital in your will 
or living trust.  If you 
have questions or 
would like to request 
the legal bequest 
language, call  
Lisa McGinty at 
510-791-3428.


